
For lack of a better term, this is what I 
called this event which was held June19th 
on the lawn area of the Prescott City library.

At the event, Fred Zimmermann had 
an HF station set up operating on true 
emergency power using a battery and 
solar panel as a power source. Fred also 
had a cross-band repeater set up for 
demonstration. The other station was 
mine. I used the AC power source and 
had different bands available than what 
Fred was using which was 6 meters, 10 
meters in addition to my 2 meter cross-
band station for working the Arizona Near 
Space Research (www.ansr.org) balloon 
fl ight held earlier that day. Club members 
Lloyd, WA6ZZJ and Lee, KC7CBK 
had the Yavapai County Emergency 
communications van operating on AC 
power in the front of the library.
The purpose of this event was to allow the 
public access to the local amateur radio 
community and in this regard, it was a 
success. There were several people, some 

of whom were ham operators, who showed 
up to see what we had to offer. Among the 
non hams, several questions were asked of 
me regarding AM radio reception in their 
home and general questions about amateur 
radio. I had no complaints of interference 
from anyone.
Among the ham operators, it seems we 
had a few visitors who were passing 
through and a couple of operators who 
wanted some help in selling equipment 
one of whom was Eleanor, N6KHE who 
along with her husband, used to travel 
quite a bit around the country and did 
quite a bit of boating off the California 
coast many years ago. 
We were requested to do this event again 
later this year and certainly next year 
which I would encourage, as it seemed to 
be a worthwhile event, although I do hope 
the club participation will be better next 
time around.

Rex Mauldin, N7NGM

PRE FIELD DAY EVENT
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Welcome To The Yavapai Amateur 
Radio Club 
The Yavapai Amateur Radio Club (YARC) is an 
ARRL affi liated club. The club participates in 
many activities in the tri-city area by pro-viding 
communications for local events, emergency 
communications, and promotion of the hobby 
throughout the community. Membership in 
the YARC is open to any interested amateur 
or non-amateur alike. Dues are $20.00/yr. The 
YARC meets at 7:00 PM local time on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at the Granite 
Mountain Middle School, 1800 Williamson 
Valley Rd. in Prescott. It is about 1/2 mile 
north of Iron Springs Rd and all amateurs and 
non-amateurs as well are invited. Programs of 
interest are included as part of the meeting. The 
weekly NET is held every Wednesday at 7:00 
PM local time on the 146.880- repeater. All 
amateurs are invited to participate and visitors 
are always welcome. The Yavapai County 
ARES/RACES NET is held on Monday nights 
approximately at 6:45PM local time on the 
147.220+ repeater on Mingus Mtn.  

Club Repeater  
The local 146.880- mHz repeater is the offi cial 
adopted repeater for the YARC. It is located on 
the hill above Willow Creek Rd   and requires a 
PL of 100.0 Hz. If you hear a 1400 Hz pulsing 
tone, the repeater is on backup battery power 
and usage should be limited to necessary 
communications. The 147.040+ (100.0 PL) 
repeater is back up and running in Prescott 
Heights. Many thanks to Bill Kafka, W2YAV 
for the upkeep and use of the repeaters.

Vice President
Terry Pemberton-

KB7TR
kb7tre@aol.com

Treasurer
Al Crook-KD7MTJ

YARC Offi cers for 2004

Vice President
Dick Hughes-W6CCD 

w6ccd@arrl.net

Treasurer
Al Crook-KD7MTJ

alcrook@access-4-free.com

YARC Board of Directors (includes Club Ofi cers)
Bob Smith-WB6ODR

Frank Horneff-WA7JBV
Jack Ragen-W3IVQ

David Passell-K6UWV
Weekly Net Control–Rex Mauldin-N7NGM

Newsletter Editor–Hal Tritel-N6OVE

President
Rex Mauldin-N7NGM

rxer@jolmail.com

Secretary
John BroughtonWB9VGJ

wb9vgj@arrl.net
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Minutes of June Meeting

Meeting called to order at 1901 by Rex, 
N7NGM

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Visitors: Robert Bracken. License student

New Members: Jack Crabtree, W7JLC, 
Tom Garrisi, W8BNL

The minutes of the May meeting were 
approved as published.

Al, KD7TMJ, gave the treasurer’s report.  
The report is published in the June issue if 
the Yavapai Signal.  The report was approved.
Committee Reports: ARES/RACES:  

Lloyd, WA6ZZJ 
showed a plaque 
and accompanying 
letter from the 
Whisky Row 
Marathon to 
ARES/RACES.  
The location to 

display the plaque was left undecided.  
The ARES/RACES Comm van will be 
at the Goodwin St. Library as part of the 
YARC ham radio demonstration on June 
19.  Lloyd showed a one-page info sheet 
to be passed out at the Library event June 
19.  This will be in addition to the Color 
Brochure (see old business)
ARES/RACES activity:  
Black Canyon Fire Activation:  The 
Yavapai County EOC was activated on 
Thursday June 3rd for the Agua fire in 
Black Canyon City.  ARES/RACES was 
activated at the same time, shortly after 
1100. The activation lasted until the fire 
was brought under control around 1350. 
Responding to the EOC were KC7CBK, 
AB7NK and WA6ZZJ. AA7OV responded 
from New River to the Black Canyon City 
Incident Command Post.  Nine messages 
were passed between the two locations 
during the activation.  On standby in case 
a longer activation was required were 
KB6AH, KB7TRE, KC6ZHG, W7PCU, 
KV8TD, and KD7NGB.  The standby 
stations were released at 1330 when it 
became apparent that the fire would be 
brought under control.  Thanks to the 
responders and standby operators.

On Wednesday June 9th five members 
were involved in the installation of a dual 
band antenna and radio at the new Red 
Cross building in northeast Prescott on 
Sandretto Drive.  Those participating were 

KC7CBK, KB6AH, KV8TD, W7PCU 
and WA6ZZJ.  The antenna and radio 
installation were completed by noon. The 
next step will be installation of packet and 
computer equipment.  Once again, thanks 
to all who assisted.

So far this year we have escaped three 
or four possible fire emergencies with 
Forest Service and Arizona State lands 
fire departments, but we are by no means 
out of the woods.  The fire season is still 
extreme and very dangerous.  As long as 
we have the people of diminished mental 
capacity who leave campfires unattended 
and other causes, the fire season is far 
from over.  So….keep the go-kits packed 
and the batteries charged.

Saturday, June 19 the YARC will have 
a ham radio demonstration at the main 
library on Goodwin St. in Prescott.  The 
ARES/RACES van will be there.

Old Business: Lloyd,WA6ZZJ showed 
the brochure club informational brochure 
that has been printed.  He reported that 
Insty-Prints had provided an incorrect 
quote, and the actual cost was $83.22.  
Since $50 had been approved at the 
last meeting, an additional $33.32 was 
required.  Discussion followed concerning 
getting reduced unit cost by increasing 
quantity, leaving the officers names off on 
future printings in favor of other contact 
information.  A Motion was made to cover 
the extra $33.22 for the first 60 copies, 
which was approved. Further discussions 
on brochure changes were deferred to 
The BOD. 

Dick, W6CCD showed samples of 
the proposed club shirts.  He needs a 
minimum order of 12. They will have a 
large logo on the back, and small logo on 
the pocket.  Costs are: $20 for shirt with 
call and name, $19 with call or name, 
and $18 for shirt only.  Dick will collect 
the orders; he will wait until after the 
July meeting before placing the order.  
Discussion followed as to purchasing extra 
shirts for future sale.  This was deferred to 
the BOD.

Rex, N7NGM reported he had attended a 
meeting concerning BPL with the VVARC 
in Cottonwood.  Check The VVARC web 

site, www.vvarc.org for up to date 
information.  He also reported he had had 
interference which was traced to the cable 
system. A Cable One tech found it by 

looking on a ‘tag’ frequency of 115.275 
for leakage near your cable outlets. 

New Business: None

Announcements: Jack, W7JFC 
announced the scheduled Arizona Near 
Space Research flight scheduled for 
0730 MST June 19from Maricopa.  It is 
expected to reach 90,000 f, and will have 

a crossband repeater on board. See www.
ansr.org for more information.

Guest Andrew Johnson-Schmit spoke 
briefly concerning a new enterprise, 
“Coyote Radio Theater’ which is working 
on getting a low power FM station license 
for 94.3 MHZ.  They will broadcast ‘Old 
time Radio Theater’ and some community 
access programming.

Rex offered a reminder of the July 
hamfest in Williams on the July 4 
weekend.

The program presenter for the month had 
cancelled, so there was no program

The business meeting was adjourned at 
1953. 

The drawing was held, and Violet Hughes 
won $18.

Doug, KV8TD



ARES and RACES today………..

Last months article covered the history of 
ARES and RACES so this month we will 
cover what’s happening with ARES and 
RACES today.

RACES

The Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service (RACES), which is administered 
by local, county and state emergency 
management agencies is supported by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)  now a part of the Homeland 
Security Agency of the United States 
government.  RACES is a part of the 
Amateur Radio Service that provides radio 
communications for civil-preparedness 
purposes only, during periods of local, 
regional or national civil emergencies.  
These emergencies can include natural 
disasters such as fires, floods, earthquakes, 
hazardous materials incidents and acts of 
terrorism.  

RACES is a radio communications 
service, conducted by volunteer licensed 
amateurs, designed to provide emergency 
communications to local or state civil-
preparedness agencies.  RACES operation 
is authorized by emergency management 
officials only, and is strictly limited 
to government communications in the 
event of an emergency communications 
situation.  RACES stations may only 
communicate with other RACES stations.  
All of the authorized frequencies and 
emissions allocated to the Amateur Radio 
Service are also available to RACES on a 
shared basis.  

Amateurs operating in a local RACES 
organization must be officially enrolled 
with the local emergency management 
agency having jurisdiction.  Operation is 
conducted by amateurs using their own 
primary station licenses and operator 
privileges are dependent upon, and 
identical to, those for the class of license 
held in the Amateur Radio Service. 

ARES

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) consists of licensed amateurs 
who have voluntarily registered their 
qualifications and equipment for 
communications duty in the public service 
when disaster strikes.  Every licensed 
amateur, regardless of membership in 

the ARRL or any other local or national 
organization, is eligible for membership.  
The possession of emergency-powered 
equipment is desirable, but is not a 
requirement.

There are four levels of ARES 
organization - national, section, district 
and local.  National coordination is by 
the ARRL.  In Arizona, the section level 
covers the entire state and is coordinated 
by the Section Emergency Coordinator 
(SEC) who is appointed by the Section 
Manager (SM).  Our district level covers 
all of Yavapai County and is coordinated 
by the District Emergency Coordinator 
(DEC) who is appointed by the SM.  
Lloyd Halgunseth, WA6ZZJ, is the 
DEC for Yavapai County.  The local 
level is coordinated by the Emergency 
Coordinator (EC) who is appointed by the 
SEC upon recommendation of the DEC.  
Yavapai County is divided into two local 
areas.  Lee Cunningham, KC7CBK, is 
the coordinator for West Yavapai County 
and the area West and South of Mingus 
Mountain.  Mel Boreham, N6BDC, is the 
coordinator for East Yavapai County and 
the Verde Valley.  They both have one or 
more Assistant Emergency Coordinators 
(AEC) working with them.  Operating as 
ARES we are able to provide emergency 
communications for non-government 
disaster organizations such as the 
American Red Cross and Salvation Army.

ARES and RACES

Even though RACES and ARES are 
separate entities, the ARRL encourages 
dual membership and cooperative efforts 
between both groups whenever possible.  
ARES members who are also enrolled 
in and certified by RACES can operate 
in an emergency with greater flexibility.  
Using the same operators and the same 
frequencies, an ARES group also enrolled 
as RACES can ‘switch hats’ from ARES 
to RACES and RACES to ARES to 
meet the requirements of the situation 
as it develops.  An example would be 
ARES operating during a non declared 
emergency under ARES, but when an 
emergency or disaster is officially declared 
by county, state or federal authority, the 
operation can become RACES with no 
change in operators or frequencies.

YAVAPAI COUNTY ARES/RACES

Yavapai County ARES/RACES was 
formed in early 1998 and comprises all 
of Yavapai County operating under the 
Yavapai County Office of Emergency 
Management.  There are currently 75 
amateur operators countywide enrolled 
with dual membership.  

ARES/RACES MAINTAINED 
INSTALLATIONS AND EQUIPMENT

Mountaintop repeater:
   ✒K7YCA the ARES/RACES 147.260 + 
103.5 pl on Mt. Union the highest point in 
the Bradshaw Mountains South of Prescott

✒ Three Packet Radio nodes 
on Mt. Union (145.010, 
145.030, 145.710)

Emergency Communications Van:
✒ Fully equipped CommVan 

owned by Yavapai County 
and maintained by ARES/
RACES

Permanent radio equipment installations:
✒ Yavapai County Emergency 

Operating Center (EOC)
✒ Prescott City EOC 
✒ US forest Service Fire 

Center at the Prescott Airport
 Prescott/CYFD Fire Dispatch 

Center 
✒ Yavapai Regional Medical 

Center
✒ American Red Cross  

building on Sandretto Dr.

Portable radio equipment installations:
✒ Cottonwood EOC
✒ Verde Valley Fire 

Department

Dual band antennas installed on:
✒ Almost all Prescott and 

CYFD Fire Stations 
✒ Prescott Police Station

Future repeater and equipment 
installations are planned for other areas.

This past month, five ARES/RACES 
members worked on installing a dual 
band antenna and a new dual band radio 
in the Communications Room of the new 
American Red Cross building located 
on Sandretto Drive in Prescott.  Those 
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involved were KC7CBK, KB6AH, 
W7PCU, KV8TD and WA6ZZJ.  A Packet 
Radio installation is scheduled for the near 
future. 

ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications Courses… It is highly 
recommended that all amateurs whether 
enrolled in ARES/RACES or not take 
at least the Level 1 Amateur Radio 
Emergency Communications  course 
offered by the ARRL.  The $45.00 fee 
charged ARRL members is returned upon 
completion of the course.  Enrollment for 
the Level 1 course opens the 1st Monday 
of the month at 12:01 a.m. eastern time.  

WILDFIRES

Arizona has had it’s share of major 
wildfires this year so far with four major 
fires burning as this is being written.  So 
far this year here in Prescott we have been 
fortunate in that no major wildfires have 
occurred in our area.  We have had several 
smaller fires, but due to the quick response 
of the very capable fire fighting agencies 
in our area disasters have been avoided.  
We are by no means ‘out of the woods’ 
even though hopefully the monsoon 
season is just around the corner.

Keep your batteries charged, your 
vehicles full of fuel and your ‘go-kits’ 

packed……………

Lloyd,
WA6ZZJ

 
 
  

DEDUCTIVE REASONING
Little Johnny watched the science 
teacher start the experiment with the
worms.
Four worms were placed into four 
separate jars.
The first worm was put into a jar of 
alcohol.
The second worm was put into a jar of 
cigarette smoke.
The third worm was put into a jar of 
sperm.
The fourth worm was put into a jar of 
soil.
After one day, these were the results:
The first worm in alcohol - dead.
Second worm in cigarette smoke - 
dead.
Third worm in sperm - dead.
Fourth worm in soil - alive.
So the Science teacher asked the 
class - “What can you learn from this
experiment.”

Little Johnny quickly raised his hand 
and said
“As long as you drink, smoke and 
have sex, you won’t have worms.

YAVAPAI COUNTY ARES/RACES 
TRAINING MEETING  
Saturday, August 7, 2004
Yavapai County Public Works Ready Room
1100 Commerce Dr.  Prescott, AZ 
From 10:00 a.m. until Noon 
The meeting will be on
Packet Radio as it will be used by ARES/
RACES 
Topics covered will be:
  • Packet Hardware
  • ARES PACKet Software
ALL members are urged to attend.  Packet 
radio is still a very viable means to be 
used in emergency communications and 
will be utilized in several areas with our 
served agencies .......   
This will be the only training meeting this 
quarter.  It was decided at the last Staff 
meeting to have only one meeting quar-
terly.  We will once again try alternating 
between Prescott and the Verde Valley so 
the November training meeting will once 
again be in Cottonwood and at this time is 
planned to be on Hazardous Materials as it 
pertains to ARES/RACES operations.

WILLIAMS HAMFEST
I was set up at the Williams event with 
equipment for sale from the Yavapai Blind 
Center, so I was not able to get around all 
that much and look at the other booths, 
however, what little walking around I did, 
I saw a good assortment of equipment 
and a fair turnout. I am confident that it 
will improve next year and if some sort 
of cover is placed on the ground as I had 
heard mention of, the dust problem should 
be reduced. 

As for the blind center, much of their 
equipment was sold in the first 2 hours 
of the day, so much of the equipment has 
been sold and in the hands of someone 
who will put the radios to use rather than 
sit around as they have been for almost 
three years. While at my seller’s spot, 
I worked flight 20 of the Arizona Near 
Space Research balloon. It turned out 
to have been launched from Paulden 
and ended up about 20 miles north of 
Williams. This was a preferred location 
rather than in the Grand Canyon as 
predictions had said it would land. Over 
all, I think the Williams event was good.

Rex Mauldin 
N7NGM



YARC TREASURER’S REPORT
Jun 2004

INCOME

Renewals

1June Al Crook KD7MTJ Ck #6723 (5-05) $20.
“ Rick Horsley N7TXH Ck #3436 (3-05) 20.
“ Bob Tilman K7CJW Ck #7158 (5-05) 20.
“ Hans Pieper KB6AH Ck #1307 (6-05) 20.

17 Jun Perry Morgan W7OPM Ck #1700 (4-05) 20.

New Members

17 Jun Tom Garrisi W8BNL Ck #512 (5-05) 20.
“ Jack Crabtree W7JLC Ck #6094 (5-05) 20.

17 Jun 50/50 Drawing 37.
Total Income $177.

EXPENSES

17 JUN Dick Hughes YARC Shirts Ck # 765 $53.66
“ David Passell Meeting Refreshments Ck # 766 19.11

18 Jun Insty-Prints Brochures & Newsletter Ck # 767 120.86

17 Jun 50/50 Drawing Violet Hughes 18.
Total Expenses $211.63

Cash Flow - $34.63

FISCAL STATUS

Previous Report $1714.01
Checkbook Balance $1676.38

Al Crook,YARC Treasurer
19 June 2004

Note- $3.00 addition correction made in checkbook. $3.00 Subtracted from checkbook balance.

Club T-Shirts 
The initial order for 17 club t-shirts has 
been completed.  Those who were not at 
the July meeting can arrange to pick up 
their shirt by calling me, or wait until the 
next club meeting.
 
Those who did not get their order in can 
still get one, but we need to wait for a 
minimum of six before the order can be 
placed.  Contact me to get your name on 
the waiting list.  I need your size, and 
if you want your call letters or name or 
both on the shirt.  If you need a medium 
or large shirt,  the club has one of each  
already silk-screened, and only needs the 
name and/or call sign put on.  This could 
be done right away.
 
Dick Hughes - W6CCD

THE CASTAWAY,
new twist, old story

One day a man, who has been stranded 
on a desert island for over ten years, sees 
an unusual speck on the horizon. “That’s 
certainly not a ship,” he thinks to himself. 
As the speck gets closer and closer, he 
begins to rule out the possibilities of a 
small boat, then even a raft. Suddenly,
emerging from the surf comes a drop dead 
gorgeous blonde woman wearing a wet 
suit and scuba gear.
She approaches the stunned man and says 
to him, “Tell me how long has it been since 
you’ve had a cigarette?”
“Ten years,” replies the man.
With that, she reaches over and unzips a 
waterproof pocket on her left sleeve and 
pulls out a pack of fresh cigarettes. He 
takes one, lights it, takes a long drag and 
says, “Faith and begorah! Is that good!”
“And how long has it been since you’ve 
had a sip of whiskey?” she asks him.
Trembling, the castaway replies, “Ten years.”
She reaches over, unzips her right sleeve, 
pulls out a flask and hands it
to him. He opens the flask, takes a long 
swig and says, “Tis absolutely fantastic!”
At this point she starts slowly unzipping 
the long zipper that runs down the front 
of her wet suit, looks at the man and asks, 
“And how long has itbeen since you’ve 
played around?”
With tears in his eyes, the man falls to his 
knees and sobs, “Sweet mother of Jesus! Don’t 
tell me you’ve got golf clubs in there too?”

OOPS
A young executive was leaving the 
office late one evening when he saw
his CEO in the secretary bay, standing 
over a paper shredder with a sheet in
his hand and looking befuddled.

“Listen”, said the CEO, “this is a very 
important document here and my
secretary has gone home for the night. 
Can you make this thing work?”

“Certainly,” said the young executive. 
He turned the machine on,
inserted the paper, and pressed the 
start button.

“Excellent, excellent!” said the CEO as 
his paper disappeared inside the
machine.  “I just need one copy.”
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MARITIME MOBILE ON A 
BIG GREY SHIP

On 10 January 1967 the aircraft carrier 
USS America (CV66) departed Norfolk 
on her second deployment to the 
Mediterranean.  Aboard were 6000 men 
(no females in those days) whose only 
contact with families left behind would 
be by snail mail.  In those not so long 
ago days, there was no Internet, no cell 
or satellite phones or any other means of 
instant communication. With this in mind, 
the Navy had authorized Amateur Radio 
aboard most ships, primarily to provide 
phone patch availability to the crew.

Fortunately, on the ship’s first cruise a 
fine station had been set up by Chief 
Larry Shippey, K3PUP using a Collins 
S-Line, complete with the 30S-1 linear in 
one of the auxiliary radio rooms on the 
03 level (just under the flight deck) and 
just forward of # 3 elevator  (starboard 
side aft). This location meant a cable run 
of approximately 250 feet to get to the 
vertical antenna location on the Island.

I had 
my first 
chance 
to 
operate 
the 
station 
in 

November 1966 as the ship made a final 
shakedown cruise before deployment, and 
we had a chance to check ourselves out on 
the equipment, and make the crew aware 

that the phone patch option existed.

With our departure in January for the 
Med, we got serious with phone patch 
traffic, running 30 patches by the time 
we had passed Gibraltar. Initially we had 
the help of the then fledgling Maritime 
Mobile Service Net (now on 14.300) in 
finding stateside contacts, but as we went 
farther East (our first port call was Athens) 
conditions got worse, and while we 
worked lots of Europeans, our phone patch 
output dropped.  (The sunspots were in the 
middle of the upswing)

One night (our best operating time was 
around 2100 Z) while we were waiting for 
the band to open, we were just chatting in 
the shack and I said that what we really 
needed was a 6-element tri-bander on top 
of the Tacan antenna. (Top of the mast). 
This comment initiated a discussion 
of antennas, and fortunately one of the 
participants was the CO of one of our 
fighter squadrons. The end result was that 
we proposed an MP33 beam to the ships
XO, explaining that it would make our 
marginal patches solid, and allow a lot 
more that would not have been possible 
at all. The XO agreed to go to the 
Captain who went for it also. (For you 
pilots, he was Donald Engen, later FAA 
administrator) With priority 2 shipping, it 
would be ready to install at our port visit 
to Naples.  (A short side note; while in 
Athens we worked SV1BF, who invited 
two of us to his home and gave us the real 
tour of Athens. Turns out we were not 
supposed to be operating in port, so no 
more of that.)

On our port call at Naples the antenna 
arrived as advertised, and with the help 
of the ship fitters provided by Chief 
Larry (Chiefs can make anything happen) 
a mount was installed on the 08 level 
directly behind the funnel.  This put 
the antenna right even with the top of 
the funnel, about 130 feet off the water. 
Running the rotator control cable through 

all the bulkheads and decks along the main 
passageway and then up the Island and 
out to the antenna was a challenge, but we 
got it done.  North for the antenna was the 
bow of the ship, and we had a hot line to 
the bridge.  Whenever they made a turn, 
they would call and tell us what the new 
course was.

The new antenna performed exactly as we 
thought it would.  Our regular stateside 
contacts were amazed how much our 
signal improved, and I had someone in 
Belgium tell me I had the biggest signal he 
ever heard. Then I turned on the amplifier! 
The phone patch output increased 
dramatically much to the benefit of the 

crew. While it would have been great to 
have a regular stateside contact in our 
homeport of Norfolk, it became obvious 
that we should just take the stations with 
the biggest signal, and make collect calls. 

We did have a couple of ground rules in 
the shack.  Number 1 was that the hats 
hung on the door outside, and there was no 
priority given to Rank.  In fact, the only 
priority went to those who had been sent 
by the Ships Chaplains.  The families had 
been given a contact number by the Navy 
for emergency messages.  Those messages 
came via Navy channels to the Chaplains, 
who called the individual in, gave them 
the message, and then sent them to us.
I can remember hearing good news and 
bad news over the air. One sailor’s wife 
reported to him that she was pregnant with 
twins, then three weeks later she had to 
tell him that she had lost them. Families 
were killed on the highways, and babies 
were born healthy.  We felt really fortunate 
to be able to help the people involved 
communicate in their times of need.

One other port call had some Ham Radio 
interest.  We went into Taranto for a few 
days, and while there a 3 Italian sailors, 
one of whom was a Ham, came calling, 
looking for Chief Larry.  He had met them 
on the previous cruise, and they wanted 



him to go ashore to dinner with them.  
He had could not go, so they invited me 
instead.  So off we go to have a really 
great meal in a true Italian restaurant; 
spaghetti was just the first course.  
Surprisingly, the ships Photo Officer was 
there too (we knew each other from the 
ham shack) and he took a photo of the four 
of us, which ended up in the Cruise Book

This was a busy time in the Med.  In early 
June the 1967 Arab-Israeli war broke out, 
and we were ordered off the air. We were 
asked to monitor the bands looking for 
Israeli stations; and actually did hear a 
few.  In fact, I never did get back on the 
air after that. By the time permission to get 
back on the air was received, I had left the 
ship.

It happened that I was diagnosed with a 
medical problem, which turned out to be 
minor, but got me sent home for treatment.  
My Maritime Mobile career was therefore 
over, but the other operators continued 
operations, and I was able to run some 
patches for them from the other end as 
the ship returned across the Atlantic in 
September.  All in all, the cruise and the 
ham operations is a period I will never 
forget.  I ran 650 phone patches for the 
crew in the 5 months I was aboard, and 
the other operators probably matched that 
number.  

The America was decommissioned in 
1995, and will likely be sunk as a reef 
this year.  Communications has evolved 
dramatically over the 35 years since and 
phone patches, while still around and used 
are not the primary method of real time 
contact that they used to be.

Doug Freeman, KV8TD

Texas Dog!!
One day  out in the Texas pan-handle, 
a guy sees a sign in front of a house: 
“Talking  Dog for Sale.”

He rings the bell and the owner tells him 
the  dog is in the backyard.  The guy goes 
into the backyard and sees a  black Lab 
just sitting there.

“You talk?” he  asks.
“Yep,” the Lab  replies.

“So, what’s your story?”

The  Lab looks up and says, “Well, I 

discovered this gift pretty young and  I
wanted to help the government, so I told 
the CIA about my gift, and in  no
time they had me jetting from country to 
country, sitting in rooms  with spies and 
world leaders, because no one figured a 
dog would  be eavesdropping. I was one 
of their most valuable spies eight years  
running.

The jetting around really tired me out, and 
I knew I wasn’t  getting any younger and I 
wanted to settle down. So I signed up for 
a job at the airport to do some undercover 
security work, mostly wandering near 
suspicious characters and listening in. I 

uncovered some incredible  dealings there 
and was awarded a batch of medals. Had 
a wife, a mess  of  puppies, and now I’m
just retired.” 

The  guy is amazed. He goes back in and 
asks the owner what he wants for  the 
dog. 

“Ten dollars.” 

The guy  says, “This dog is amazing. Why 
on earth are you selling him so
cheap?”  

“He’s a liar. He didn’t do any of that shit.” 



YAVAPAI SIGNAL – JULY 2004

Weekly Information Net
Wednesday Nights @ 7:00 pm 146.880 (100 PL)
If you don’t have PL, transmit on 146.880 simplex 
when the repeater drops out.
All amateurs welcome
Monthly Meeting
3rd Thursday at Granite Middle School @ 7:00pm
(N 34º34’22.6” W 112º29’45.1”)
Next Meeting Thurs. August 19, 2004 @ 7pm
Wednesday morning breakfast–Iron Horse Cafe
S. Hwy 89 in Chino Valley 
(N 34º43’56.5” W112º27’15.4”)
Informal –All are invited
Thursday morning breakfast–Michael’s Restaurant 
in the Safeway Shopping Center, 
Hwy 69 Prescott Valley
(N 34º35’13.33” W 112º19’44.6”)
Informal–All are invited

Location data provided by Fred Zimmermann N7PJN, per WSG84 

YAVAPAI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
P.O. BOX 11994
PRESCOTT, AZ 86304

Visit us on the web at: http://www.w7yrc.org

Many thanks to Bob Smith, WB6ODR, our Webmaster

 Frequency   PL   Location  Notes

 52.560-   100.0   Mt. Union
  (-500 Khz)

 CARS N7NGM

 53.040-   C/S   Prescott  Airport 
  (-1Mhz)

  KC7WBE

 145.350-   C/S   Wildfl ower Mtn.   DAWN

 145.370-   C/S   Towers Mountan   MMRG

 146.780-   91.5tt   Bill Williams Mtn.   BWARC

 146.880-  100.0   Prescott   YARC

 146.980-  162.2   Flagstaff-Elden   CARC

 147.000+  162.2   Mingus Mountain   MMRG

 147.040+  100.0   Prescott Heights   W2YAV

 147.140+  162.2   Flagstaff-Elden   ARA Link to Ord

 147.220+  162.2   Mingus Mountain   VVARA

 147.260+  103.5   Mt. Union   YC Emerg.Svcs.

 223.960-  127.3   Chino Valley   NW7AZ*

 442.150+  100.0   Mingus Mountain   Northlink

 442.350+  100.0   Glassford Hill   N7KPU

 448.475-  100.0   Flagstaff-Eldon   ARA

 448.500-  100.0   Prescott   KB7TWC

 448.875-  100.0   Flagstaff-Eldon   Northlink

 449.175-  100.0   Towers Mountain   Northlink

 448.5250-  127.3    Payson   K2YAW

927.3875  ? ‘P’ Mountain WB7BYV

 *off the air until further    
    notice.

AREA REPEATERS


