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WELCOME TO THE YAVAPAI

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB The Yavapai
Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affiliated club.
The club participates in many activities in the
tri-city area including providing

)\ communications for local events, emergency
communications, volunteer exams, and promotion of the hobby
throughout the community. Membership in the YARC is open to any
interested amateur or non-amateur alike. The YARC
meets at 7:00 PM local time on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at the Granite Mountain Middle School,
1800 Williamson Valley Rd. in Prescott. It is about
1/2 mile north of iron Springs Rd and all amateurs
and non-amateurs as well are invited. Programs of
interest are included as part of the meeting. The
weekiy NET is held every Wednesday at 7.00 PM lo-
cal time on the 146.880- repeater. All amateurs are
invited to participate and visitors are always welcome.
The Yavapai County ARES/RACES NET is held on
Monday nights approximately at 6:45PM local time on the 147.220+
repfeater on Mingus Mtn.

Club Repeater

The local 146.880- MHz repeater is the official adopted

repeater for the YARC. It is located on the hill above

Willow Creek Rd and requires a PL of 100.0 Hz. If you

hear a 1400 Hz pulsing fone, the repeater is on backup

battery power and usage should be limited to
necessary communications. Many thanks to Bill Katka, W2YAV for
the upkeep and use of the repeater.
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WE MADE IT!

it appears that all the hype and overreaction
about Y2K was all for naught. General
reports are that the event came and went
and not much happened, other then those

- celebrating the “new millennium” and year
early. There were no unordinary events locally, although YARC
members and Yavapai County Emergency Services personnel were
on duty and ready to assist if anything did occur. A few reports
surfaced regarding some older home computers that did not rollover
to the correct year, but that was about it. The electricity stayed on,
the phone system continued to work, and water systems continued to
flow. The general consensus is that most everybody is glad it's over.
The downtown Prescott New Years Eve celebration around the
Courthouse Square was even subdued. The Fire Department
reported that there were only 3 calls after midnight and most of the
extra staffing was sent home at 0200. Happy 2000 to everyone. Ed.

RESTRUCTURING OF HAM RADIO IS HERE

The FCC has made good on its promise and has released the fong
awaited Report and Order on restructuring the face of ham radio in
the United States. it's a document that is filled with surprises as we
hear from Newslines Paul Courson, WA3VJB in the nations capital:

Traditionalists may fret that the code test for the Exira Class license
will be only 5 words-per-minute, and that the Novice, General,

and Advanced Class licenses will NO LONGER be available to
newcomers.

The NO CODE license will continue and be called the Technician
Class, allowing operation only above 30 megahertz.

The FCC believes the changes, announced in the final hours before
the agency broke for the New Year's holiday, will streamline and
revitalize the structure of the Amateur service. They take effect April
16th.The Commission's executive summary highlights the changes
fike this:
Only three types of license from the present six.
Only a single, 5 wpm code test for the new General and
Extra Class license.
Only a three-part range of written tests for licensing, instead
of five possible elements under the current system.
Newly licensed hams will have available to them a Technician, a »
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General, and an Exira Class license. Most existing licensees retain .

the option of renewing and keeping the name and operating authority
of a present-day class, such as Advanced, and Novice. The Tech-
Plus license will renew as Technician with existing privileges on HF.

Incoming Technician licensees face a 35 question test element, and
a candidate for General will have to pass that test PLUS an additional
35 questions, and the 5 wpm code test. The Extra Class license will
require a written test of 50 questions plus the two sets of 35 just
mentioned, along with the 5 wpm code test.

It's been ten years since the last major overhaul of reguiations
governing the Amateur Radio Service. The FCC said the latest
restructuring takes technological change into account, as well as
operating trends, which have minimized the prominence of Morse
code. .

And while the Novice class license won't be issued anymore, except
for renewals, the Commission said the comments received did

NQT provide a clear consensus on what to do with the protected
band segments on HF, now set aside for Novice CW use. Instead,
the agency said it will wait and see whether rising technology could
qualify for those protected sub-bands, license class
notwithstanding.

The Commission deliberated the code controversy as presented
among the 22 hundred comments filed in response to the Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking after it came out more than a year ago.

The FCC concluded that the mare stringent CW requirements did not
serve any regulatory purpose, nor did the faster speeds prove
someone could advance the art of radio as defined as a purpose for
the Amateur Service.

The agency relied on the old intemnational freaty justification to
explain why it must preserve a code requirement. The 5 wpm test,
the

Commission said, meets that international standard for operations
below 30 megahertz. Moreover, the FCC said it would NOT

"sunset® the remaining 5 wpm test should future treaties abandon the
requirement. The Commission suggested it'lt deal with that

issue when and if the time comes.

The immediate impact of the FCC's restructuring decision, in my
view, is that our hard working Volunteer Examiners had befter get
ready for a crush of applicants before April 15th, especially those with
Tech-Plus and Advanced Class licenses, who want o pass

written Elements 3B or 4B, respectively, and qualify for instant
upgrades to General or Extra after the new system kicks in. This is
because the FCC wilt recognize credit for all exam elements already
passed, and waiting until after Tax Day to take the upgrade

exam means Techs and Advanced hams will have to be retested on
material they've already passed in Elements 3A and 4A. Getting
credit for those written "B" elements ahead of time means they'll have
everything they need to qualify for an upgrade after April 15th.

Here's an important note: there will be no automatic upgrades. Even
if you already have alf the element credit you need to upgrade,

you will still need to come to a VE session, show the examiners proof
of ali that element credit and fill out a Form 605. And yes,
you'll have to pay the $ 6.65.

Why the extra paperwork? It's simple — the FCC won't take on any
new responsibility that's going to cost it money or add to its workload.
By transferring the paperwork responsibility to the licensee and the
VEs, the applications are processed through the electronic system
already in place and cost the Commission zero in terms of dollars or
hours.

Overall, this decision should reverse the trends we've seen in recent
years of declining numbers in the middle license classes. Removing
the barriers of 13 and 20 word per minute code exams should prompt
many hams to dust off their study guides, although it might be best to
buy one that's up-to-date. Our advice in the February issue of CQ:
No matter what license class you have, besides Extra, get studying,
and have as much element credit as you can in hand before April
15th.

This is only the beginning of the restructuring story. Obviously, not
everyone will be happy and requests for reconsideration on several
parts are inevitable. The complete text of this Report and Order is
available for downloading at our website.

That's at: www.amewsline.org (From Newsline)

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

‘) | February 5,6 - QSO Party’s-Vermont, New Hampshire,
Maine, Delaware-HF SSB, CW

I) " February 6 — North Am Sprint - CW
‘) W February 12, 2000-VE Testing, Prescott
l) February 13 — No Am Sprint - SSB
l> February 14 — Special Event Stn-AZ Admission Day-Granite
Mtn Middle School ARC-From Sharlot Hall Museum -K7A-

L) February 17 - YARC Meeting GMMS

‘ February 19, 20 - ARRL DX Contest-CW
') February 25-27 - CQ SSB 160 Meter Contest
') March 4,5 - ARRL DX Contest-SSB

More detailed information on Contests and Special

Events can be found in most amateur publications
such as QST, Worldradio, and others.
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DECEMBER MEETING The
meeting was called to order at 1906, with 18 members present. Bob
Kane-K7KOL presided in place of club president Lee Cunningham-
KC7CBK, who was unable to attend. The minutes of the November
meeting were accepted as read. Treasurer Fred Schefflette-KC7TIN
gave the treasurers report, which shows the club has $649.27, with
$390.50 in the repeater fund and $258.77 in the general fund. The
refreshment fund has $60.20. It was noted that the refreshment fund
is a separate fund and is not included in the total reported balance, A
correction was made for the Marathon, which will be held May 6.
OLD BUSINESS. None

NEW BUSINESS. None

With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned for
the refreshment break. Lioyd-WABZZJ won the 50/50 raffie and
donated the $12.50 to the repeater fund.

There were 2 programs for the evening. First, Fred Zimmermann-
N7PJN talked about the 2-meter bandplan. Where Arizona uses 20
kHz spacing, other states have gone to 15 kHz. He emphasized
adherence to the bandplan, which has guidelines on where to use
certain modes and where not to use them. Parts of the 2-meter band
are allocated for CW only and the bandplan allocates parts for EME,
Weak Signal, and SSB modes. APRS (Amateur Packet Reporting
System) was also discussed. It can be used for transmitting location
and travel routes. Fred will demo APRS at a future meeting. He also
talked about a recent flight to check on some sheep tanks.

Second, David Passell-KBUWV gave an interesting demonstration on
lighting, from old kerosene fantems to new technology such as LED’s
used in Christmas Lights, flashlights, and work lights. The LED
lighting is very suitable for solar powered homes. Thanks to both
Fred and David for their presentations.

Lioyd Halgunseth-WABZZJ announced that Emergency Services
needed about 10 more operators for the Y2K New Years Eve project.

The meeting ended at 2043.

SPEAKERS WANTED! Want to make a

presentation to the club? Got a favorite subject or experience
you would like to share? If you do, we'd like to hear from you!
Programs of inferest are always needed for club meetings.
Share your knowledge or experience with the rest of the club
at our meetings. Contact Lee Cunningham, KC7CBK for more

information.

THE NEWSLETTER

If you have anything fo share, please
feel free to submit it for inclusion in the
newsletter. We welcome your
suggestions, comments, stories, personal experiences, or other items
related to the hobby. Send e-mail to:  km6bf@primenet.com
Occasionally we will have articles from other clubs newsletters:

SASKATOON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

The Saskatoon Amateur Radio Association came into existence on
April 7, 1931. A gathering of 15 enthusiastic Amateur Radio
Operators (Hams) got together to draw up a constitution and apply
for affiliation with the American Radio Relay League (ARRL). A
charter of affiliation was granted on November 2, 1931.

in May, 1933 the club sponsored a one-day event referred to as a
Hamfest. This was the first of many annual conventions, where
enthusiasts came together to participate in social and technical
activities, demonstrations and contests. It is interesting to note that
the total cost of this convention was $42.75 leaving a $5.85 surplus.

The years from 1934 to 1948 saw little activity. The Amateur Radio
fraterity provided many persons with technical expertise to help
with the war effort. In 1948 a nucleus of enthusiasts gathered again
and changed the name fo "Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club".

Since 1948 the club has been actively promoting new membership,
providing instruction to prospective Hams, and generally promoting
amateur radio as a hobby and a source of public assistance in times
of disaster.

Activities during the 1960s included radio experiments referred to as
"Auroral Scatter”. This project involved attempting fo "bounce”

very high frequency (VHF) signals off the Northem Lights (Aurora)
and be heard by Ham stations in the Northem part of Canada.
Successful contacts were made using Morse Code (CW) between
Saskatoon and Yellowknife in April 1961. Some experiments

using this technique continued at the University of Saskatchewan for
many years due to the requirement that reliable radio communication
to the Northern part of Canada was essential during the "Cold War".

Amateur Radio has been at the forefront of technical advances in
communications as was demonstrated by "moon bounce”
experiments conducted by Saskatoon Hams. An experiment in July,
1965, bounced signals off the moon that were successfully
received by a Ham located in the south-eastern part of the United
States.

Members of the Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club are currently
involved in communications via sateliite and are affiliated with an
organization called AMSAT. AMSAT is responsible for a cooperative
venture between the Amateur Radio fratemity and the American
Space program (NASA) in the development and launch of satellites
carrying amateur radio equipment. This program further enhances
the technical and communications expertise of the participants.

Currently, the Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club is assisting the public
school system in the development of a "Space” program where—






