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LMCC DEMANDS 70 cm HAM
M BAND FOR COMMERCIAL USE

The Land Mobile Communications Council
has issued a demand to the FCC that it
immediately reallocate of most of the 70
centimeter Amateur band over to private mobile
operations with private land mobile designated as the
primary user.

Technically the document is nothing more than a formal
rule making request to the FCC that has been designated
RM 9267. In reality it is more a demand by the LMCC for
the FCC to immediately reallocate 420 to 430 MHZ and
440 to 450 MHZ away from the federal government and
over to the Private Mobile Radio Service on a primary
basis. The Land Mobile Communications Council is also
asking for news allocations at 1390-1400 MHZ, 1427-
1432 MHZ, and 1670-1675 MHZ. lt is also demanding a
walloping 85 MHZ at 960-1215 MHZ and it wants all of
this turned over to the Private Mobile Radio Service no
later than 2010.

But LMCC is not willing to wait until 2010 to take over the
70 centimeter band even though this is the second most
popular of the Amateur radio services' VHF and UHF
allocations. Amateur Radio is a secondary user of 420-
450 MHZ. There are thousands of FM repeaters operating
from 440 to 450 MHZ and a variety of modes on the air
every day in the 420-430 MHZ segment. While the Land
Mobile Communications Council petition indicates that it
is willing to permit Amateur Radio to retain some sort of
secondary status, this would be only on a non-interfering
basis with the new commercial interests.

Experts say that the best way to kill RM 9267 is though a
massive letter writing campaign to the FCC. A campaign
that outlines the specific use of the band by Amateur
Radio interests —~ informational filings that detail how
every hertz of 420-430 and 440450 MHZ is utilized on a
day to day basis by hams.

The commentary cutoff date on RM 8267 is June 1st. This
leaves precious little time for radio amateurs around the
nation to react. Those responding must be certain to
reference RM 9267 at the top of your letter. Send
comments to the: Secretary, FCC, Washington, DC
20554 Again, thats June 1st as the commentary cutoff
date on RM 9267.(Via FCC, ARRL, VHF REfector,
Newsline #1082 5/08/98)

VIRGINIA GOVERNOR SIGNS STATEWIDE

HAM ANTENNA BILL. Hams in Virginia are cele-
brating that state's new Amateur Radio antenna bill that
limits local regulation of Amateur Radio antennas. Gov

Gilmore signed the measure this week, and it becomes law on July 1.

Success followed an intense lobbying effort on the part of Virginia's
Amateur Radio Community to get the bill approved by the General
Assembly and signed by the governor. Bob Ham, KK4lY, of Vinton was
the prime mover behind the bill. He, in turn, commended the bill's
patron, state Sen John Edwards of Roanoke for “an outstanding job
above and far beyond the call of duty.” But victory did not come without
some compromises.

For all areas of the state, the bill-Senate Bill 480, "Placement of
Amateur Radio Antennas"—incorporates the essence of the limited
federal pre-emption known as PRB-1 into the Commonwealth's
statutes. It requires local ordinances involving the placement,
screening, or height of antennas to impose the "minimum regulation
necessary to accomplish the locality's legitimate purpose.”

The original bill would have prohibited all localities from restricting
antenna height to less than 200 feet above ground level "unless an
Amateur Radio antenna clearly represents an unreasonable risk to
human health or life." The version ultimately signed by the govemor
keeps the 200 feet regulatory minimum in localities having a population
density of fewer than 120 persons per square mile according to the
1990 US Census, and provides for a 75 feet regulatory minimum height
in more densely populated communities. Localities may not regulate
the number of support structures in either case. The new law would
require "reasonable and customary engineering practices” be followed
in erecting towers. Municipalities would still be able to set "reasonable
requirements” on screening, setback, placement, and health and safety
requirements. The measure faced fierce opposition from the Virginia
Municipal League and the Virginia Association of Counties. When it
was introduced January 26 many observers gave the bill liftle chance of
success. Now, its proponents are hoping it will serve as a model for
other states.

"This legislation will be iooked upon by the rest of the country, and—|
am sure--will be emulated,” said Virginia SEC and RACES Officer
Frank Mackey, K4EC. Mackey acknowledged that the bill's success
was built upon public service and emergency communication needs.
"Only a small percentage of active hams are involved in this type of
communications,” Mackey said. "But without those hams justifying our
cause there would be no rag chewing, DXing, contesting or the many
cther facets of our hobby." Mackey urged his fellow amateurs to
become involved in public service work. Ham expressed "heartfelt
thanks" to all who participated by sending e-mail, writing letters, making
telephone calls, sending faxes, or appearing at the hearings. "Without
the full support of the Virginia Amateur Radio community, this
legislation would not have become law," he said. "We, as Virginia
Amateurs, have a right to be proud of our efforts.”

Ham has proposed forming The Virginia Association of Radio Amateurs
as a non-profit entity to serve as a watchdog agency “to assure that the
new law is implemented correctly and to come to the aid of Virginia
amateurs who might experience difficuities with a locality in the future.”

For more information, see hitp://rbnet.com/~hamcotec/sb480.htmi.







