$5Co.

Q ¢}

:nu-u:
QUzo®

NNy
A~
v

Vol. 8 - No. 6 JUNE-1998

ARRL ASKS FCC TO
DENY LMCC 70 CM GRAB
(From the ARRL's ARRL Letter)
The ARRL has asked the
FCC to immediately dismiss
efforts by the Land Mobile
Communications Council to gain primary
access to 420 to 430 MHz and 440 to 450
MHz as well as other UHF allocations. The
LMCC recently petitioned the FCC to
reallocate the two 70-cm segments from the
federal government to the Private Mobile
Radio Service. Amateur Radio enjoys the use
of 420 to 450 MHz on a secondary basis. In
comments filed on RM-9267, the League said
the LMCC proposed the switch "without
establishing technical compatibility between
PMRS operation and incumbent radio
services in any of the bands sought."

The League said that existing federal gov-
emment use of the spectrum preciudes
PMRS operation at 420 to 450 MHz. Accord-
ing to the ARRL, the petition fails to
demonstrate any basis to withdraw the two
band segments from federal use, nor any
compatibility between PMRS operation and
either federal government or amateur use. In
addition, the League said, the petition fails to
justify displacing established amateur opera-
tions. The League pointed out that the ama-
teur community uses the band for public
service and public safety functions and that
hams have "substantial personal investment"
in equipment that's in regular use there. The
ARRL urged the Commission to throw out this
portion of the LMCC petition "without further
consideration."

The League backed up its arguments by cit-
ing documents from the National
Telecommunications and information Admini-
stration (NTIA), which manages federal
spectrum. "NTIA has made it quite

clear that there is no possibility of additional sharing of
the 420-450 MHz band, and the unique relationship be-
tween Federal radiolocation uses and the Amateur
Service cannot be duplicated by PMRS users,” the
ARRL said.

The ARRL said that the LMCC petition was premature
because it did not take adequate account of the benefits
of spectrum refarming already initiated. The League
suggested that PMRS users adopt available spectrum-
efficient technologies to maximize their use of existing
allocations before seeking additional spectrum at the
expense of other users. The League also said that
PMRS users should look into using the Commercial
Mobile Radio Service (CMRS). A copy of the League's

LOCAL ANTENNA ORDINANCE UNDER
STUDY

On Monday, June 9, 1998, several area amateurs met
with the Prescott Valley Planning and Zoning
Commission to discuss the impact of proposed antenna
restrictions in the city. The meeting was in response to
the city's drafting of an ordinance that could have a
severe impact on amateur radio operators. The cities of
Prescott, Prescott Valley, the town of Chino Valley, and
Yavapai County hired a consultant from Phoenix and are
currently in the process of drafting ordinances relating to
the installation and heights restrictions of antenna
towers. While mainly focused at commercial installations
such as celiular phone towers, there currently is no
provision to exempt amateur radio. The meeting assured
the amateur community that the city would study the
matter over the next 3-8 months and make
recommendations to exempt amateurs. While
instailation of towers must still meet certain standards
and building permits may be required, there may still be
a height limitation imposed. One thing in our favor-we
have an amateur on the Planning Commission, W7ALR.
We will make every attempt to publish additional
information on this matter as it becomes available.







