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HERE WE GO AGAIN

LITTLE LEOS DECLARE WAR

The same industry that has already targeted
two meters and 450 MHz for sharing now
wants even more ham radio spectrum. The
Little LEO satellite industry says that it wants
access to 219 to 225 MHZ in addition to the
two other bands. The satellite people see bil-
lions in corporate profits that they can start
using all the amateur frequencies from 144 to
450 MHZ.

The Low Earth Orbiting satellite industry that
is seeking access {o amateur allocations at
146 and 430 MHZ has now added 220 MHZ
to its wish list. The move announced in what
the satellite industry calls its flexibie alloca-
tion proposal. That proposal was delivered at
the February 13th meeting of FCC Informal
Working Group 2A. In it, the Little LEQ indus-
try specifically targets the ham bands from
146 to 148, 219 to 225 and 430 to 450 MHZ
for shared use.

The ARRL and AMSAT were among those
objecting to the idea. A joint statement says
that the latest proposal affecting amateur al-
locations in the 219 to 225 MHZ segment
came at the last possible moment and with-
out any technical support whatsoever.

The League and AMSAT point out that the
fittle LEO supporters have had more than a
year to complete a technical study of the
possibilities of sharing with the amateur
service in the 144 to 148 MHZ and 420 to
450 MHZ bands. Both organizations
canclude that the Little LEO people have not
demonstrated compatibility for sharing these
amateur bands.
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Now to speak editorially. The ARRL is urging
those who agree with its position, that's you and
me, to comment to the FCC by March 4th. This is

" because FCC Informal Working Group 2A has been
preparing proposals for the 1997 World
Radiocommunication Conference which will be
reviewed at a March 5 meeting of the FCC's WRC-97
industry Advisory Committee. That committee is
the one preparing draft proposals for consideration
by the United States as it gets ready for the 1997
conference.

Anyocne wishing to register support for the joint

ARRL and AMSAT submission and to file in opposition
to the Little LEQO position should send a brief e-mail
message to. wrc97@fcc.gov

The Subject line should say
Reference No. ISP-96-005 IWG-2A

All that's needed is a simple statement such as

"I support the ARRL and AMSAT opposition to the

flexible allocation proposal.” The ARRL says that

these will be included in the public record and Lo / w
will help to drive home the point that there is Y 3w
broad-based opposition to poorly conceived

sharing proposals.

And with time running out, here's another way we
have thought up to fight back. Its one you won't
hear suggested by the ARRL, but it can work well
if you know exactly what to say.

Why not enlist the direct of the American

public? The quick and inexpensive way is by PLIAT A
phoning into the thousands of radio talk shows (O
around the nation and telling our side of the story. ¢/ Y po

Going on the talk show circuit should only be
attempted if you are a truly articulate speaker and
well versed in what the Little LEO industry is
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