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HAM RADIO VOLUNTEER
SERVICES BILL INTRODUCED

Good news for ham radio volunteers: the
Amateur Radio Volunteer Services Act of
1897 (HR 1013)--introduced last month by
US Rep Anna Eshoo of California. if enacted,
the bill would place valunteers in the
\olunteer Examination Program and the
Amateur Auxiliary under the protections of
the Federal Tort Claims Act by affording them
the same legal protections as employees of
the Federal Government while they're
carrying out such volunteer duties. "This bill
would help protect the personal fiability of
volunteer Amateur Radio operators while
performing duties on behalf of the Federal
Government," Eshoo said in introducing the
measure. As she explained it on the House
floor, it's simply a question of fairness for
volunteers, who risk damaging lawsuits while
saving the government time and money. The
bill was intrcduced with 21 cosponsors
hailing from both parties.

HR 1013 is nearly identical to a bill intro-
duced last year but not enacted and similar
to a unanimously accepted amendment to the
FCC reauthorization bill that Eshoo herself
offered last year in the Commerce
Committes.

On the House floor, Eshoo outlined the ra-
tionale behind the Amateur Radio Volunteer
Services Act of 1997 in these words, and
urged her colleagues to support the bill:

"Amateur Radio operators are self-reguiated,
with volunteer operators monitoring the air-
waves for violations and administering li-
censing exams. This volunteer corps saves
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countless hours of staff time and resources for the Fed-
eral Communications Commission; however, because
they are not Federal employees, they put their personal
assets at risk in the event of actions taken against them
as a result of their volunteer service to the Govern-
ment."

"It is simply unfair that these volunteers who are saving
the Government time and resources should have to risk
their personal assets in carrying out their service. The
Amateur Radio Volunteer Services Act would classify
those individuals donating their time and expertise to
maintaining the quality of the Amateur Radio airwaves
as Federal employees only for the purpose of actions
taken against them in the performance of their duties as
self-regulators. This action will ensure the continued vi-
ability of the amateur radio community and continue {o
save the FCC and the Federal Government time and
money that would otherwise need to be expended.”

UPCOMING EVENTS. Many Club

members participate in local events providing

communications for local events. it's an
excellent opportunity for members to get out and test
your portable operating capability and have some fun at
the same time. As these events near, announcements
will be made on the Wednesday night NET and in the
newsletter.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
& May 3 - (Tentative)YMCA's Whiskey Row
Marathon-Thumb Butte Loop-Operators Needed!
Contact Lioyd-WA6ZZJ
m May 10-VE Testing, Blind Center 10:00AM

n May 10-18 Weekends-ARRL VHF/UHF Sprints-
see QST for details

\‘ May 17- Hamfest-Kingman
l‘ June-Field Day







