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ARRL MEMBERS ASKED TO COMMENT
ON LICENSE RESTRUCTURING IDEAS

ARRL members are being invited to add their ideas,
comments and recommendations to those of the ARRL
WRC-88 Planning Committee, which has suggested
sweeping-~and potentially controversial--changes to the
Amateur Radio licensing sfructure in the US, On the table
for open discussion and debate are proposals that include:

* eliminafion of the Novice ficense

* creation of a new Intermediate license to replace the
Technician Plus

* expanded HF privileges for Intermediate licensees,
inciuding phone on 160, 75 and 15 meters

* a 10-wpm General CW test {(with more stringent tesfing
standards for all CW exams) :

* expanded phone privileges for General-class and higher -
fcensees

Details of the plan, discussed during the recent ARRL
Board of Directors meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
will appear in March QST. The Board says it seeks com-
ments from members to ensure that before any plan goes
forward, it enjoys broad support from the amateur com-
munity. The Board will not act on the issue at least until its:
July meeting.

After its research revealed that as mény as three Novices

.In four are naciive, the committee concluded that the

Novice license is no longer useful. Although the committee
would end the Novice ficense, its plan provides curent
Novices with an easy means to upgrade (via an open-
book test) to the new Intermediate class ficense, which
would replace the current Technician Plus. All present

: Tech Plus licensees would become Intermediate ficen-
' sees. The Basic license would supplant the Technician
'ficense—now the hobby's most-popular entry-level ticket—

with no changes in privileges. In addition, the committee's
plan would phase out the current Novice and Tech Plus
bands on 80, 40 and 15 meters, and replace them with
new intermediate-class ailocations. The commiittee's
consensus plan for Intermediate-class licensees calls for
new CW bands on 80, 40 and 15 meters starting 25 kHz
up from the lower band edge, digital and phone-band
privileges on 75 and 15 meters and a 50-kHz phone or
CW segment at the fop end of 160 meters, plus expanded
Novice and Tech Plus CW and phone allocations on 10
meters.

According to the proposal, Intermediate CW bands would
be 3525 to 3700 kHz, 7025 to 7050 kHz, 21025 to
21150kHz and 28050 to 28300 kHz. Digital operation was
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suggested for 3600 to 3625, 21100 to 21125 and 28100 to 28189 kHz.
Phone privileges would include 1850 to 2000, 3900 to 4000, 21350 to
21450, SSB from 28300 to 28500 and FM from 29500 to 28700 kHz.
Transmitter power for Intermediate-class licensees would be limited to
200 W PEP output (other licensees using these bands would not be
fimited to 200 W, however).

General-class and higher amateurs also would benefit from the plan, if
it's adopted according to the committee’s outfines. General-class hams
would get additional phone privileges 3800 to 3850, 7200 to 7225, and
21250 to 21300 kHz; Advanced-class hams would add 3725 to 3775,
7125 to 7150 and 21175 to 21225 kHz; Extra-class hams would also
have 3700 to 3750, 7125 to 7150 and 21150 to 21200 kHz.

With the exception of 40 meters, where Novice and Tech Plus licensees
already have privileges, the committee suggested no changes on the
hobby's narrowest and most crowded bands—including 20 meters and
the narrow WARC bands at 30, 17 and 12 meters.

The Intermediate CW test would be § words per minute (the same as
the cusrent Tech Plus requirement), but the committee proposed that the
General class CW requirement be set at 10 wpm. There still would be
no additional CW exam for the Advanced ticket, nor would there be any
change in the 20-wpm requirement for the Extra. Exams for all clagses
would include a return to a sending test and the requirement for cne
minute of solid copy during a five-minute test~instead of the current
method that tests on the content of the CW text.

Right now, these major changes are only in the talking stage. "Let us be
very clear about this," said ARRL Executive Vice President David
Sumner, K1ZZ, who characterized the committee's proposals as a
starting point for discussion, not a done deal, “The changes are not
ARRL. policy; nothing has been proposed to, or by, the FCC, and the
ARRL Board is committed to making no decision before #ts July 1997
meeting.” Sumner said there is no timetable to complete the process.
Only after there is an opportunity for in-depth consideration and discus-
sion by the membership will the ARRL Board congider taking the next
step—to approach the FCC with a rulemaking proposal—a process that
automatically invites additional comments and suggestions.

Between the fime they receive March QST and May, members are
asked to voice their opinions on the cormiftee's suggestions fo their
directors, whose postal and e-mail addresses are fisted on page 10 of
QST. All suggestions and comments—posifive and negafive—are wel-
come, {from the ARRL Letter of 1/31/97)

K CLUB REPEATER. The local 2-Meter
repeater on 147.040+ (100.0 PL), is the
official adopted repeater for the YARC. if you

don't have PL, transmit on 147.040 after the repeater

drops out. Many thanks to Bill Kafka-W2YAV for the
upkeep and use of the repeater.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
L‘ 2/21 to 2/23 CQ WW 160m PHONE Contest

L‘ 3/1 to 3/2 ARRL International DX Contest-PHONE

n 3/15 ARCA/Scottsdale ARC HAMFEST-Scottsdale
Community College. Call (602)351-3988 for information
(24-hour info line)

&V 3/29-3/30 CQ WW WPX Contest-PHONE
JANUARY MEETING. The meeting was
called to order at 7:03PM by President Bob

Ja"ﬁ Kane-K7KOL. Jerry Sager-KG7ZF intro-

duced the guests and members that haven't beento a.
meeting for a long time, Bob asked that everyone please
sign the roster when they attend a meeting. The minutes
of the December 1996 meeting were read by Secretary
Bob Rosevear-WB7RRQ. With no corrections, the
minutes were accepted as read. The treasurer's report
was giver by Treasurer Judy Rosevear-KC7MTY, In the
bank there is $844.10 and in the refreshment fund there
is $89.50.

Old Business. We need to have a membership commit-
tee, Hal Tritel-NBOVE volunteered to be on the commit-
tee. No one else volunteered to help Hal.

A discussion ensued as to whether the club should hold
meetings in Prescott Valley and Chino Valley occa-
sionally during the year. The consensus was no. Keep
the meetings in Prescott. A suggestion was made to
have a telephone tree. Another alternative was to have
carpools. Several members volunteered to drive mem-
bers in from Prescott Valley for the mestings and sev-
eral other members will make phone calls prior to the
meetings to remind members of the meetings.

Are we satisfied the way the Wednesday evening net is
running. Dale is used to the way it is at the moment with
everyone just calling in their call letters rather that have
a roster. A vote was taken and it will be kept the way it is
at the moment.

Newsletter. The last newsletter was sent to six clubs in
Yavapai County along with a letter from Bob Kane ask-
ing them to send a copy of their newsletter back to
YARC. The cost of our newsletter has gone up signifi-
cantly and John is going to investigate getting the cost
down by either using smaller print, less pages, small

paper.

Community Invoilvement. Do we want to be available at
events in the summer months on weekends? We have a
van available for our use. Yes, we will try this for a cou-
ple months. We could look for new members at the
same time with flyers, information, a table set on a cor-
ner of the square, etc.

Do we want a Prescott local traffic net? No was the con-
sensus.

Youth. Matt Strandberg-KJ7DX will put an ad in the
newspaper at the high school regarding the radio club
and getting licenses. At Mountain View School in
Prescott Valley, a third grade teacher was selected to do
the SAREX space shuttle communications with school
children. Do we want to offer to help them? We will.
Terry-KB7TRE, Lee-KC7CBK, and Bob-WB7RRQ will
work on this.

What about signs on the highway coming into town
about the frequency of the club? Bob-K7KOL will lock
into this by calling ADOT.

The monthly drawing was won by Leonard Beers-
KB7FRV-the pot was $17.00. A second drawing for a gift
certificate to Castle Golf was won by Jerry-KG7ZF.

Field Day. We need a committee to work on organizing
field day. Do we want a joint meeting with VWVARA, a
picnic, just field day. Nathan Buriongham, Jerry Sager,
Glen Dechert, and Terry Pemberton will get a family
picnic and field day set up. The consensus was not to
have a combined field day with VVARA.

The Dewey autopatch is up and running again. The fre-
quency id 146.560-simplex. The new procedure is to
use *89 to connect and *8 to hang up.

NEW BUSINESS. Someone asked when is Fort Tuthill?
The answer will be at the February meeting. Dale talked
about a Prescott fellow involved in the Heard Island Ex-
pedition. YARC was formed six years ago, this month-
January, 1991. AES of Las Vegas is not going bankrupt
as rumored. AEA in Texas is.

Next month out guest speaker will be Mr. Donzel Wor-
thington. We will be on the agenda first, and the busi-
ness meeting will be second.

February 8th is the next testing date at the Blind Center.
The fee is $6.25. Call Dave-W9KRQ if anyone has
specific requirements to take the test. Dale is getting an
order for badges together. See Dale if you want {o order
one. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM

Respectfully submitted by Bob Rosevear, Secretary.
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MEETING PROGRAMS. HELP!

If you would like to make a presentation to the club,
please contact Bob Kane-K7KOL the program chairman.

THE NEWSLETTER. If any of you
have anything within the scope of the hobby or closely
related subjects worth sharing, let us know. The
deadline is the Friday before the monthly meeting.
Submission by FAXYMODEM is possible and very easy!
Updated club membership rosters will be included
periodically.

Your Club Officers for 1997 are:
President - Bob Kane-K7KOL
Vice President - Lioyd Halgunseth-WAGZZJ
Secretary - Bob Rosevear-WB7RRQ
Treasurer - Judy Rosevear-KC7TMTY
Board Member-Past President - Matt Strandberg-KJ7DX
Board Members - Bob Rosevear WB7RRQ, Terry Pemberton KB7TRE,
and Frark Homeff WAGJBV

Saveral ciub members also funcfion in capacities that
serve o benefit the club, the membership and the community.
They are:

Emergency Services Coordinator: Lioyd Helgunseth-WAGZZJ
Greeter: Jerry Sager-KG7ZF

Membership Services: Bob Rosevear-WB7RRQ and Terry Pemberton-
KBYTRE

Newslstter: John-KM6BF Editor & Publisher

NET Cenfrol: Dale-N7XFD

Refreshments: Matt Strandberg-KJ7DX

Programs & Entertainment: Bob Kane-K7KOL

Publicity: Judy Rosevear-KCTMTY

Traimng & Technology: Vern Gregory-AB7DY

Volunteer Examiner Tesfing: John-KM6BF and Dave-WIKRQ
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PRESIVDENTS CORNER.

ARE WE WORTHY?

That's what J.D. Conley of the Prescott Chamber of Commerce
Welcome Sign Committee wants to know. You may remember that Sig,
WASGOU asked about geffing YARC's name and repeater frequency
on the wefcome signs leading into town. Mr. Conley wants a letter tefling
the committee just what service we provide Prescolt, and how much we
contibnis 1 Prescoll's coffers via fund raising aciivities,

I'm draffing 4 letter to him telling him about Precottonians Interested in
the safety of crew members of 'ISHY'; our newly farmed and active

ARES net; our participation in the local schools; and our ability to
connect far-flung family members via our traffic nets. What's our
contribution in dolfars? { don't know, but | hope the floods of '93 don't
visit us again soon; | imagine that event's voluntary radio amateur man-
hours would but a few signs!

CWISCLINFA

96 years after Marconi first sent Morse code across the Atlantic, French
maritime radio has closed its CW station at Conquet. Last years traffic
for the station numbered 100 messages sent, and fewer received,

By 1999, CW will be extinct for worldwide maritime use, having lost the
linguistic battle to newer technology such as SATCOM. Except for some
obscure commercial stations, and radio amateur stafions, Morse code
will join other magnificent fanguages such as Greek and Latin, enjoyed
and exercised only by persons of polished fiteracy.

WHAT'S AN ISHI?

The sailboat "Ishi”, that we will be asked to follow on its cruise from
Mexico to Hawall in April has an odd name and begged research.

Boats and ships are usually names for persons, planes, or events, and
this sailboat is no different. Ishi was a name given by anthropologists in
San Francisco to a man who wandered into Oroville in 1911. Ishi turned
out to be the last surviving member of the Yahi tribe of Nafive Americans
and part of the Yana nation. He lived in the shadow of ML Lassen for 51
years until hunger and fatigue drove him into Oroville where he was
given protective custody by the local Sheriff until Anthropologists from
UCSF accepted responsibility for him.

Ishi taught the professors of San Francisco how people of the stone age
lived and survived long before the advantages of the automebile or
radio. Ishi died of pneumonia in San Francisco on March 25, 1916, the
fast survivor of a very proud nation. i °

73, Bob-K7KOL

From the FAQ (Frequently Asked

Quéstions) files

"I'm going to be in the area and I'd like to visit the
ARRL."”

VISITING YOUR HEADQUARTERS. League Members
and the general public are always welcome during
regular office hours (8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Monday
through Friday). Tours of the Administrative
Headqguarters and the Maxim Memorial Station, W1AW,
(two different buildings) are given on the hours of 8, 10,
11 AM. and 1, 2 and 3 P.M,, but special times can be
arranged. Large groups should make arrangements, a
weekK in advance, by writing to our address ¢/fo the
Membership Services Department or by calling 860-594-
0200. Please give the date and time of arrival and the:
number of people who will be coming.



THE YAVAPAI SIGNAL - FEBRUARY, 1997

Your tour will include a description of the services and
operations of various departments: Field services, Mem-
bership Services, Technical, Production, Advertising,
Circulation, Business Services, Educational Activities
and Volunteer Examiner Coordinator. Highlights include
the amateur radio museurmn, DXCC, QSL Bureau, the
Lab, and of course, W1AW.

W1AW is open to visitors during normal operating
hours: from 1:00 P.M. untit 1 A.M. on Mondays, 9 AM.
untit 1 A M. Tuesday through Friday, and from 3:30 P.M.
o 1 AM. on Saturdays and Sundays. FCC licensed
amateurs may operate the station from 1-4 P.M. Monday
through Friday. Be sure to bring your current FCC ama-
teur hrense or a photocopy. Special arrangements must
. be made for weekend operation; please call or write a
week in advance.

Headguarters and W1AW are closed on New Year's
Day, President's Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, In-
dependence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and the fol-
lowing Friday, and Christmas Day.

Public Transportation. Most commercial airlines serve
Hartford, Connecticut, through Bradley international
Airport. Many bus companies serve Hartford,
Connecticut. Check with your local carriers. Amirak
provides rail service along a north-south line. Taxi
service is available from a number of carriers including
Yellow Cab at (860) 866-6666. Public bus transportation
from Central Row in Hartford via the "New Britain P-line"
brings you within 2 blocks of Headquarters at the
intersection of Hartford Avenue and Main Street
(Newington). Buses leave at 5 minutes of the hour and
25 minutes after the hour, Monday - Friday. Exact
change is required. For more information call
Connecticut Transit at (860) 525-9181.

FROM THE NORTH. Take Interstate 91 south through
Hartford to exit 28, which brings you to Route 5/15
South. Continue to the Route 175 exit. At the end of the
exit ramp, tum right onto Route 175 (Cedar Street). In
the center of Newington turn right onto Main Street,
(Route 176). ARRL Hq is on the left just past the second
light. Look for W1AW and the antenna farm.

FROM THE BOSTON AREA. Get to Interstate 84 west.
In Bast Hartford, take exit 57, go over the Charter Oak
Bridge to routes 5/15 south. Continue to the Route 175
exit. Atthe end of the exit ramp, turn right onto Route
175 {Cedar Street). In the center of Newington turn right
orto Main Street, (Route 176). ARRL Hq is on the left
just past the second light. Look for W1AW and the
antenna farm.
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NEW AMATEUR ALLOCATIONS PROPOSED

PAST PRESIDENTS FORUM.....

NTIA REPORT BULLISH ON ADDITIONAL HF
ALLOCATIONS High Frequency (3-30 MHz) Spectrum
Planning Options, a planning document released De-
cember 13 by the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration, says the HF spectrum Is flexi-
ble enough "to accommodate most, if not all,” demands
for additional HF spectrum, including new and bigger HF
ham bands. The NTIA is an Executive Branch agency in
the Department of Commerce that's responsible for de-
veloping telecommunications policy and advising the
President on telecommunications matters. The NTIA's
latest report is a follow-on to an NTIA study released in
March 1995 (see QST, Jun 1995, p 75).

The Options report addresses spectrum availability and
long-range planning options for services that were
identified in the earlier report as needing additional HF
spectrum--including Amateur Radio. The report cites a
potential 900 kHz or so of expanded or upgraded allo-
cations for Amateur Radio in the HF spectrum, includ-

ing:

* An exclusive, worldwide allocation at 3500 to 3800 kHz ~"

* A new band at 4945 to 4995 kHz (additional technical
studies would be required)

* An "aligned worldwide" allocation at 6900 to 7200 kHz
(replacing the current band at 7000 to 7300 kHz for the
US and the rest of Region 2)

* Expanded worldwide, primary allocations at 10100 to
10350 and 14000 to 14400 kHz

* Expanded allocations at 18068 to 18318, 24740~
24890, and 28000 to 30000 kHz.

Some of the potential expansions proposed for ama-
teurs and broadcasting are mutually exclusive or could
involve sharing by the two services. These include the
potential expansions at 30, 20 and 17 meters. According
to the report, ham radio allocations account for 13.1% of
the HF spectrum (3 to 30 MHz). "There are no current
plans to auction any HF spectrum,” the NTIA report
states, but notes that additional allocations for ham ra-
dio would come at the expense of other services--pri-
marily fixed, fixed-mobile and broadcasting. "The ex-
pansion and upgrading of amateur allocations in the 10
MHz, 14 MHz, 18 MHz, and 24 MHz [bands] appear ac-
ceptable; however, this will depend on future decrease
of requirements for the aeronautical mobile (R) or the
fixed services internationally,” the report said. Changes
in the 80 and 40-meter bands "will require the inclusion

~
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